The effect of unselected intrapartum fetal monitoring.
Experiences with unselected intrapartum fetal monitoring in the 3-year period from 1972-1974 are compared with those of the 3 preceding years before monitoring was instituted. The effect of monitoring all laboring patients is correlated with a significant decrease in the perinatal mortality and a significant increase in the cesarean section rate. There were 16 intrapartum deaths during the period before monitors were used compared to only 1 intrapartum death in the period when monitors were used. The advantages and disadvantages of unselected electronic monitoring are discussed. The importance of education of medical and paramedical personnel necessary for intense intrapartum care is emphasized.